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Linguistic Analysis on Children's Literature
Part One: Introduction
	Throughout the history of books, children’s literature has only recently began considering and catering to the needs of cognitive development within children within the last several hundred years. Children’s books contribute to the development of language in children by strengthening connections in their brains. A variety of linguistic elements must be present for a children’s book to be successful in nurturing language development. In Sarah Phillips’ Baby Animals, the elements of touch and feel, repetition, and rhyme work to build associations between animals and their respective sounds within the child’s mind.
	Baby Animals was originally published in 2009 by Make Believe Ideas in Berkhamsted, England, and the book was designed by Mark Richards. Phillips, who is the Publishing Director for the company, has written other books in the Busy Baby series, including First 100 Words. As noted on the back cover of Baby Animals, “Busy Baby is a lively series of books to stimulate very young children and promote their development” (Phillips)[footnoteRef:1]. The back cover also notes that the targeted age for the book is 0+ years, and the book “promotes hand-eye coordination” (Phillips). The market that Baby Animals is geared towards is parents who are looking to have their children become familiar with the names of animals and their respective sounds while they learn the building blocks of the English language. This board book’s eight pages, several features are prominent. These include repetition, rhyme, and touch and feel interaction. [1:  This paper follows the MLA stylesheet.] 

Part Two: Survey and Linguistic Analysis
The Busy Baby series is centered on providing children with the books and literary tools necessary to contribute to their language development. Because of this focus, Baby Animals works to build associations between animals and the sounds that they make. The goal of increasing the child’s understanding of language and making them more familiar with the featured animals’ sounds aligns with the fourth stage of children’s literature. This stage has been present in children’s books since the mid-20th century and aims to accelerate children’s cognitive growth (Thiede 8). With new developments in children’s literature comes different trends and approaches to convey information to children.
Present day children’s books tend to display words in two main ways: phonics and whole word. Some books will have an equal distribution of the two, but most will side with one. In Phillips’ Baby Animals, the whole word approach is utilized; no fragments of words appear in the pages of the board book. Regarding the types of sentences used within the book, only simple sentence structures are used throughout the board book and they are all in the present tense. This aspect contributes to the “here and now” by asking children to help search for Kit the Cat and participate in a game of hide-and-seek (Phillips 7). The use of first-person narration with the animals’ dialogue contributes to the simplicity of the sentences because the child is being directly spoken to with this perspective.
Children expect to see a balance of vowels and consonants in words. If there is an imbalance, children may be surprised by a word and find it intriguing or funny. There are no lexically surprising words or phrases found in Baby Animals; none of the words found in the book deviate from this expectation that a child may have. Lexical surprises make the child curious about language, but the language in Baby Animals is straightforward and does not include any made-up words similar to those found within the pages of Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel’s books. The only surprise found within the story is one that derives from the plot—the two guinea pigs the reader meets on the first page find Kit the Cat hiding in a colorful giftbag. The longest word found within the story is “playing” at seven letters while words like “floppy” and “around” come in at six letters, and these are just several of the words that have a fair vowel to consonant ratio. However, other aspects of the book are utilized to maintain the child’s attention and interest.
The four types animals featured in the board book are guinea pigs, a chick, a bunny, and a cat. Respective to each animal, Baby Animals features “squeak,” “cheep,” “munch,” and “meow” sounds. In terms of the phonetic spelling and the pronunciation of these animal sounds, Phillips’ book includes phonemes that children begin saying within the first year of their life and fit the targeted audience of 0+ years old. The phonemes /p/, /m/, and /n/, as well as vowel sounds, that are produced in the front of the mouth are spoken by children before age two (Thiede 35). If a parent or guardian was reading Baby Animals out loud to a child and wanted to make the activity more interactive, they have the option of encouraging the child to try and say the animal sounds with them. However, children do not develop the ability to pronounce the phonemes like /k/, found in “squeak,” until around two years of age (Thiede 36). Although children may not have fully developed the ability to make certain phonetic sounds, it is still important to expose them to words and sounds found in their native language.
Repetition and rhyme are prominently used throughout Baby Animals. In terms of repetition, it is demonstrated through the animal sounds that are listed twice on the pages where a new animal is introduced to the story. For example, when children see the guinea pigs on the first page, they see the “squeak squeak” printed on the page. The same goes for when the children meet Sonny Bunny, who is accompanied by the words “munch munch” (Phillips 5-6). Each page where a new animal is introduced also contains two lines of printed text that continues the plot of searching for Kit the Cat. The two lines always end in rhyme: seek and peak, chick and pick, bunny and funny, and see and three. Rather than having occasional rhyming throughout the board book, Baby Animals utilizes this linguistic tool throughout the entirety of the story. Rhythm can also be incorporated throughout the book as the adult reads to the child. Having a playful inflection in their voice can make the story almost act like a song due to the rhyming on each page.
	Another aspect of Baby Animals that calls for interactions between the child and the book is touch and feel. On each page where a new animal appears in the story, a portion of the board page has a fur-like material located on the animal. This aspect of the book could be a primary selling point for adults purchasing children’s books because it can enable the child to believe that they are petting actual animals. The back cover of the book notes that Baby Animals is beneficial for improving a child’s hand-eye coordination, and this interactive portion of reading the board book contributes to maintaining the child’s attention.
Part Three: Evaluation
	Baby Animals by Sarah Phillips was designed in order to have even the youngest of children begin to build associations between animals and the sounds that they make. The board book creates an interactive reading experience; the child can pet the page and learn how an animal’s fur feels. Simultaneously, the adult reading to the child can have them say the animal sounds on each page to further build connections. Although the child can learn and gain exposure to different phonemes in the English language through Phillips’ Baby Animals, the book does not have a lot of lexical surprises to help maintain their attention and curiosity. Instead, this cause of a potential lack of interest is made up for by the touch and feel aspect of the book. Children’s books should have a playful quality to them; Baby Animals does utilize this as a way for the child to be interested in the board book. The presence of repetition, rhyme, and tactile aspects implies that these tools found in Phillips’ book will provide children with the building blocks of the English language and association between animals and their sounds. When purchasing books for children it is important to be mindful of what will peak the child’s curiosity and make them want to discover more about language. Baby Animals successfully does so through telling a story to children through a number of linguistic elements that Phillips clearly was mindful of while writing the book.
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